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Professor Semir Zeki leads the Laboratory of Neurobiology at the University 
College of London (www.vislab.ucl.ac.uk). He developed the field of 
Neuroesthetics and authored over 150 papers and several books, 
including: Splendours and Miseries of the Brain (2008), A Vision of the 
Brain (1993), Inner Vision: an exploration of art and the brain (1999) [which was 
also translated into Italian] and La Quête de l’essentiel, which he co-authored 
with the French painter Balthus. We are keen to ask him whether people’s 
enjoyment of Italian art comes from nature or nurture… 
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